ioo           GERMANY'S REVOLUTION OF DESTRUCTION
substitutes. It used to be regarded as a sign of lower middle-class
conventionalism to carry moral principles into political life. I
think the time has come for correcting this view. It is precisely
the lower middle-class element in National Socialism that has
thrown over all moral inhibitions as conventional and con-
temptible. This element has, in fact, returned to the entirely
outworn and out-of-date idea that moral conceptions have no
place in politics. It seems to me that the principle for thinking
people in the generations to come is exactly the opposite one,
that the most realist of policies cannot dispense with an iron
ration of genuine ethical principles. When even the lower
middle classes have become cynics, it is high time for people oi
intelligence to admit the reality of a spiritual and ethical
cosmos.
The destruction of character is the great achievement OL
National Socialism. The cynicism with which everybody has
been ready to justify his capitulation before the terrorist regime
bears eloquent witness to the moral disintegration beneath the
surface of the "united nation." Obviously an increasingly
unscrupulous cynicism is not the best soil for the growth of a
"loyalty to the Leader" (that supreme virtue for the National
Socialist) that will stand firm in the time of real testing.
But there has been another unmistakable development in
the party: these political gamblers are dismissing any fears in
this respect with the optimistic supposition that some way out
will be discoverable by which the allegiance of their following
may be retained. It is a mistaken idea. Five years of the
present course have so entirely depreciated every standard,
have so destroyed the authority of every political principle, that
nothing remains with which to build up any better system.
The loss of principle does not apply merely to relations with
National Socialism, or merely within the realm of National
Socialist dominion; it is universal. The principles of nationalism,
patriotism, social duty, justice and equity, fraternity and